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The five prominent character-
istics of the Chinese civilization 
have enriched the building of a 
modern civilization for the Chi-
nese nation, according to Qu 
Yingpu, publisher and editor-in-
chief of China Daily.

Speaking at a Vision China 
event in Jinzhou, Northeast Chi-
na’s Liaoning province on Sun-
day, Qu said the growing 
situation the world faces 
involves an evolution of changes 
with a magnitude unseen in a 
century, and so it’s important to 
enhance international commu-
nication.

“We need to tell China’s stories 
well, such as the story of the mod-
ern civilization of the Chinese 
nation, and showcase the glori-
ous chapter of China’s moderni-
zation through vivid practice and 
diversified cultural heritage on 
this land, including Liaoning,” 
said Qu.

He cited the example of Liaoning 
and analyzed how its past reflects 
the five prominent features of the 
Chinese civilization: consistency, 
originality, uniformity, inclusive-
ness and peacefulness.

Liaoning boasts many sites of 
Hongshan culture, a key Neolith-
ic culture that covered parts of 
today’s Liaoning and Hebei prov-
inces, as well as the Inner Mongo-
lia autonomous region.

In the early 1980s, archaeolo-
gists discovered the Niuheliang 
Site dating back 5,000 to 5,500 
years in Chaoyang, Liaoning, 
marking a milestone in the study 
of Hongshan culture.

“Hongshan culture, hailed as 
‘one of the most important tap 
roots in the total root system of 
Chinese culture’, is one of the cra-
dles of Chinese civilization,” said 
Qu. “With various archaeological 
discoveries of Hongshan culture 
such as dragon-shaped jade arti-
facts and the head sculpture of a 
goddess, as well as related sites, 
the verifiable history of Chinese 
civilization can be traced back 
much earlier than previously 
believed.”

Moreover, Yiwulyu Mountain in 
Jinzhou is where a lot of historical 
stories spanning more than four 
millennia were written, from the 

time of the early legendary ruler 
Shun to the Ming (1368-1644) and 
Qing (1644-1911) dynasties.

As a result, in Liaoning, people 
can see the dawn of China’s 
5,000-plus years of civilization 
and trace its continuous develop-
ment to this day, reflecting the 
consistency of the Chinese civili-
zation, he said.

Since Hongshan culture is 
renowned for its exquisite jade 
artifacts, they embody the wis-
dom and creativity of our ances-
tors, as a reflection of the 
originality of the Chinese civiliza-
tion, Qu said.

The industrial progress of 
modern Liaoning also demon-
strates this feature, as the prov-
ince became the “first industrial 
base of New China” with symbol-
ic innovative achievements, 
according to Qu. 

Liaoning is home to many 
“firsts” in New China, including 
being the place where the first 
high-powered internal combus-
tion locomotive and first fighter 
jet were built, and where the first 
synthetic petroleum in China was 

made. The first domestic aircraft 
carrier and first underwater glid-
er also came from the province.

“Liaoning, the fast-changing 
traditional industrial area, is 
vigorously developing new qual-
ity productive forces and pro-
moting overall revitalization 
with comprehensive innova-
tion,” said Qu.

The inclusive nature of Chinese 
civilization is evident in Liaoning’s 
diverse population, which 
includes all 56 ethnic groups in 
China. The province has fostered 
interaction and integration 
among these groups, with ethnic 
minorities accounting for over 15 
percent of the total population, he 
said.

He also mentioned the similar-
ities in Liaoning’s and southern 
China’s cultural elements, and 
that the Liaoning people’s fight 
against imperialist aggression in 
the 20th century was vivid testi-
mony to the uniformity and 
peacefulness of the Chinese civili-
zation.

“We have drawn strength and 
confidence from cultural inherit-
ance and development. We are 
striding forward toward promot-
ing cultural prosperity, building 
up China’s cultural strength and 
constructing a modern civiliza-
tion for the Chinese nation,” said 
Qu.

These days, Liaoning is acceler-
ating the construction of a new 
northeastern land and sea chan-
nel to Mongolia and Russia, and 
integrating itself deeply into the 
grand picture of the high-quality 
joint construction of the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

“China is offering the interna-
tional community a constant 
stream of new opportunities in 
the new era with its higher level 
of opening-up and high-quality 
development,” said Qu.

Qu Yingpu, publisher and editor-in-chief of China Daily.
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Editor's Note: China Daily launched Vision China in 2018 as a bridge for communication between China and the rest of the world. Focusing on developments in both China and abroad, Vision China invites well-known opinion leaders to share their ideas on a wide range of topics. 
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Youths hail importance of protecting role of diverse cultural heritage 
By Xing Wen 
xingwen@chinadaily.com.cn

The youth dialogue segment of 
Vision China invited young represent-
atives from various countries, who 
had just completed a two-day tour of 
historical attractions and scenic areas 
across Liaoning, to share their 
insights on exploring Chinese culture 
and protecting cultural heritage.

Reflecting on the tour, Aleksandra 
Antonenko, a Russian youth repre-
sentative who holds a master’s 
degree in Chinese politics from 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, said 
that Liaoning made her feel at home. 

“With its vast farmland and 
coastline, the food here is excep-
tionally fresh and delicious. I 
believe many tourists from Russia 
will love Liaoning,” she said.

The young woman began a social 

media channel with her boyfriend, a 
native of Shanghai, last year.

“Through the channel, we can tell 
China’s stories, share our personal 
perspectives and create a more under-
standable image for our fellows from 
other countries,” she said.

Similarly, Bence Lengyel, a post-
graduate student from Renmin Uni-
versity of China, has traveled to more 
than 30 cities across China. Since 
2022, he has been sharing his travel 
logs and photos in a monthly online 
column for The China Cultural Cen-
ter in Budapest, Hungary.

“Throughout my stay in China, one 
of my main goals should be to repre-
sent this beautiful country to my peo-
ple back home as much as possible,” 
he said.

When asked about the most impor-
tant factors in telling China’s story, he 
said, “The most important thing is to 

stay trustworthy and be open, to com-
municate with people, especially those 
whose opinions differ from ours.”

Throughout the two-day trip, 
Lengyel was impressed by the 
strong sense of pride the local peo-
ple in Liaoning have for their cultur-
al heritage and history.

“Our tour guide at the Wunyushan 
Mountain scenic area was a woman 
from the Manchu ethnic group. As 
we hiked, she not only talked about 
the history of the mountain but also 
shared her own life stories with us. I 
think it’s very important for us to 
understand how important it is to 
protect our cultural heritage. It rep-
resents not just our country, but also 
who we really are,” he said.

He emphasized the need for interna-
tional students in China to understand 
not only their own cultural heritage 
but also that of other countries. He 
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In evolving 
world, China 
must tell its 
stories well 

We are striding 
forward toward 
promoting cultural 
prosperity, building 
up China’s cultural 
strength and 
constructing a 
modern civilization for 
the Chinese nation.”
Qu Yingpu, publisher and edi-
tor-in-chief of China Daily

Speakers piece together stories of civilizations

Marcella Festa, associate professor at the 
School of Cultural Heritage of Northwest University

As an archaeologist, it is my privilege to 
uncover the secrets of ancient civilizations and 
piece together the stories that have shaped our 
world. These stories are shared histories, which 
foster a deeper appreciation for the diversities 
and commonalities that define humanity, and 
by doing so, enriches our understanding and 
educates and inspires future generations.

One of the most iconic examples of cultural 
integration is the Silk Road, an ancient network 
of routes that for centuries connected Asian 
and European civilizations.

In the contemporary world, the legacy of the 
Silk Road continues through initiatives like Chi-

na’s Belt and Road Initiative, launched in 2013. 
This initiative not only seeks to foster economic 
integration but also enhances regional connec-
tivity, facilitating cultural and educational 
exchanges on a global scale.

One of the ways in which archaeology helps 
to connect the world is through exhibitions. 
These exhibitions are not just about showcas-
ing artifacts; they’re about fostering cultural 
exchange and appreciation of cultural diversity.

In academic archaeology, the growing inter-
est in an interconnected world is evident not 
only in the surge of articles published in aca-
demic journals on this topic, but also in the 
emergence of new journals in Europe and the 
United States dedicated to the Asian region, 
with a heavy focus on discoveries from China.

In archaeological research, we have witnessed 
an increase in collaborations among researchers 
from different countries, characterized by a grow-
ing number of scholarships, visiting student and 
scholar programs and joint research projects.

Archaeology has another crucial role — chal-
lenging and reshaping narratives. It has the 
power to debunk stereotypes or misconcep-
tions about history and culture, fostering a 
sense of shared heritage. This shared heritage 
can promote mutual respect and understand-
ing among different cultures in today’s global-
ized world.

Zhu Yong, research librarian at the Palace 
Museum, director of the Palace Museum Cul-
tural Communication Researcher Institute

Chinese civilization is essentially a diversified 
and integrated civilization. Dating back 6,000 
years, from the present-day Liaoning province 
in the north to Liangzhu in today’s Zhejiang 
province in the south, the sparkles of civilization 
shone across the vast land of China. Su Bingqi 
described it as a “sky full of stars”. Among these 
“stars”, the Hongshan culture in Liaoning shines 
particularly brightly.

Liaoning is located at the forefront of where 
the fishing and hunting culture that once 
boomed met the agrarian culture that had Chi-
na’s Central Plains as a hub, as well as grass-

land culture. Hongshan culture, by absorbing 
advanced elements from the Central Plains 
agrarian cultures, was the first to usher in the 
dawn of civilization.

Various systems of civilizations, in their pro-
cess of development and spread, merged and 
converged. This continuous transformation 
has led to the optimization and growth of 
itself, making the Chinese nation a melting pot 
of many cultures and different ethnic groups. 
The characteristics of consistency, originality, 
uniformity, inclusiveness and peacefulness are 
exemplified in a very typical way in Liaoning.

Liaoning’s geography is not closed but 
open, whether traveling from north to south 
through Liaoning into the Central Plains, west 
into the Inner Mongolia autonomous region 
today, or east to the Korean Peninsula. This 
freedom of movement provided by the open 
landscape allowed for the formation of an eco-
nomic and cultural community shared by vari-
ous ethnic groups.

Liaoning’s culture reflects the continuity of 
Chinese civilization, the innovative acceptance 
of new things, the unity that brings people 
together, the inclusiveness that embraces 
diversity, and the promotion of coexistence, 
harmony and peace. It shines as an outstand-
ing example of the prominent features of Chi-
nese civilization.

Steve Brown, senior research fellow at the 
University of Canberra’s Centre for Creative 
and Cultural Research

Australia has a rich heritage that expresses 
the story of migration working and living in 
Australia.

For example, the Huawang Chinese Tem-
ple and Museum, located in the tropical 
region of Far North Queensland, is the last 
timber and corrugated iron Chinese temple 
in Australia.

Established in 1903, most of the temple fit-
tings, including the elaborate carvings, the bell 
and metal vessels, were made in China and 
transported to Australia.

Australia’s heritage consists of three cate-
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Liaoning’s foundation 
provides springboard 
for prosperous future 
By LI YINGXUE 
liyingxue@chinadaily.com.cn

Liaoning’s cultural undertakings 
and industries are exhibiting 
unprecedented vigor and vitality, 
ushering in a dynamic phase of 
great development and prosperity, 
a senior official said at a Vision Chi-
na event held on Sunday in Jin-
zhou, Liaoning province.

Liaoning’s socioeconomic devel-
opment presents a positive outlook 
that has not been seen in many 
years, said Liu Huiyan, member of 
the Standing Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China Liaoning Pro-
vincial Committee and head of the 
committee’s publicity department, 
adding that cultural revitalization is 
an integral aspect of Liaoning’s com-
prehensive revitalization. 

“Guided by the objective of 
‘building a high-quality model for 
the integrated development of cul-
ture, sports and tourism’, we adhere 
to the principles of ‘culture shaping 
tourism, tourism promoting cul-
ture, and the comprehensive and 
coordinated development of cul-
ture, sports and tourism’,” Liu said.

Liaoning is celebrated for its long 
history and profound cultural heri-
tage. For example, Niuheliang, a 
famous archaeological site in the 
province, is a key piece of ancient 
Chinese history. It pushes the 
benchmark of the origins of Chinese 
civilization back a further 500 to 
600 years, highlighting Liaoning’s 
importance in the story of human 

development, according to Liu.
He highlighted that Liaoning is 

home to many ethnicities, each con-
tributing to its uniquely charming 
Sanyan culture, Liao-Jin culture, 
and pre-Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
culture. The region is renowned for 
its multiple World Heritage Sites.

“These sites, alongside the prov-
ince’s unique Red culture and lead-
ing industrial culture, create a 
vibrant and diverse tapestry of his-
torical and cultural brilliance,” Liu 
said.

“With its mountains and seas, 
Liaoning, this fertile cultural land, 
has countless cultural treasures 
waiting to be unearthed, and 
countless mysterious stories wait-
ing to be discovered,” he said.

Liu Huiyan, member of the Standing Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China Liaoning Provincial Committee and head of 
the committee’s publicity department. feng yongbin / china daily

environmental monitoring and data 
analytics, detecting potential risks like 
temperature and humidity changes.

“Of course, AI can have some disad-
vantages. But if we balance AI technol-
ogies with concerns, we can curate our 
heritage in a sustainable and inclusive 
way for future generations,” she added.

Clara Puspita Kusuma, an Indone-
sian student at the University of Inter-
national Business and Economics 
who has been living in Beijing for a 
year, said she learned more about the 
diversity of Chinese culture during 
her trip in Liaoning.

She believes such activities help 
boost cross-cultural understanding 
and exchange. “Through firsthand 
experience, mutual respect can be fos-
tered. As a foreigner in China, I see 
myself as representing my country, 
Indonesia, and Southeast Asia. Dur-
ing my time here in Liaoning and my 
stay in China, I’ve met many people 
interested in my country. We share 
our cultures and have meaningful cul-
tural experiences together,” she said.

nation’s treasured history enriching modernization
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Youths hail importance of protecting role of diverse cultural heritage believes that in the future, they might 
have the chance to positively influence 
the cultural heritage of others, foster-
ing greater understanding and collab-
oration through partnerships.

Hryshayeva Katsiaryna, a Belorus-
sian doctoral student from the School 
of Chinese Language and Literature 
at Beijing Foreign Studies University, 
agreed. “I think that cultural heritage 
serves as a link between the past, 
present and future and connects peo-
ple to their roots,” she said.

While discussing the impact of arti-
ficial intelligence and other advanced 
technologies on heritage protection, 
she expressed a positive viewpoint.

She said that the emergence of AI 
technologies has opened up new 
opportunities for cultural preserva-
tion. For example, VR can create exact 
replicas of cultural artifacts, which 
educators, the public, researchers and 
conservationists can use. AI algorithms 
can identify damage and plan for resto-
ration. Additionally, AI can aid in pro-
tecting cultural heritage sites through 
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What they say

Jinzhou is striving 
to become a cul-
tural city and a 
top tourism desti-
nation. We are 
committed to pre-
serving the trea-

sures of Chinese culture and 
continuing the city’s historical her-
itage.We warmly invite everyone to 
visit Jinzhou and experience the 
unique charm of the historic cul-
tural hub, coastal leisure destina-
tion and culinary haven.
Liu Kewu, secretary of the CPC Jin-
zhou Municipal Committee

Cultural heritage 
carries the pre-
cious wealth and 
collective memo-
ry of our nation. 
May everyone 
work together, 

pass on the torch and safeguard 
the light of civilization.
Chang Shana, designer and scholar 
of Dunhuang art

Culture, like music, 
has the power to 
transcend time 
and space, con-
necting people 
and places.
With a long and 

rich history, the Chinese civilization 
has deep roots, and every one of us 
Chinese people takes immense 
pride and joy in our profound cul-
tural heritage. Culture serves as the 
soul of a nation.
Lang Lang, pianist

WANG KAIHAO AND LI YINGXUE

Young guests share their thoughts on exploring Chinese culture and 
protecting cultural heritage. FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

With its mountains 
and seas, Liaoning, 
this fertile cultural 
land, has countless 
cultural treasures 
waiting to be 
unearthed.”
Liu Huiyan, head of the pub-
licity department of Liaoning 
province

Speakers piece together stories of civilizations

gories. First, indigenous or First Nations heri-
tage. Australian Aboriginal people have lived in 
Australia for more than 65,000 years and 
occupied all parts of the continent’s land-
scapes.

These landscapes are rich in stories as 
much as they are in built structures, history 
and heritage. The best known heritage struc-
ture in Australia is the Sydney Opera House, 
shown here in its beautiful setting in Sydney 
Harbor.

It is important to note that no landscape in 
Australia is entirely natural. All landscapes 
are the product of natural systems, indige-
nous land use and migrant settler work and 
leisure.

While some places are listed on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List, and many important 
objects are in museums, much of our heritage 
is the everyday things that individuals and 
families love and value.

I express my warmest, the most sincere 
wishes for a happy and joyous Chinese Cultur-
al and Natural Heritage Day. Please do cele-
brate the biggest and best heritage of your 
(Liaoning) province, but also the everyday 
family heritage and stories that are so impor-
tant to our modern societies. By treasuring a 
past whether in Australia, China or elsewhere, 
we can enrich our future.

Erik Nilsson, senior journalist, core member 
of the Edgar Snow Newsroom, China Daily

Exchanges and innovations bring diversity 
to the DNA of cultures that evolve, in every 
sense, like species that must adapt to chang-
ing environments or face extinction.

For example, in today’s China, Spring Festival 
hongbao are still red envelopes containing cash 
— albeit they are increasingly digital packets 
containing digital currency sent by WeChat.

Indeed, exchanges are as crucial to intangible 
culture’s conservation as corporeal technologies 
are to the preservation of physical specimens.

One way we can think about cultural exchanges 
is like the ancient Silk Road transported to today 
and then, through digital technologies, from today 

to the future — like a digital Belt and Road.
While few of the tangible cultural items, like 

silk and porcelain, that were traded among civili-
zations along the ancient Silk Road physically 
survive today, many of the intangible cultural 
products that moved along these trade routes 
psychically remain — be they religions or 
recipes, musical instruments or culinary ingredi-
ents, artistic styles or mathematical concepts.

No matter who you are or where you are on 
this planet, these cultural exchanges from long 
ago and far away have shaped your life since you 
were born and will continue to do so for your chil-
dren, their children and those born after them.

For all of human history, so many peoples 
have spoken their own distinctive dialects in 
their respective regions.

But increasingly, all of humanity speaks to 
one another in a shared language of ones and 
zeroes, not only rewriting the cultural 
exchanges of today, globally, but also their leg-
acies beyond tomorrow, for our world yet to 
come and for time immemorial.

While technology can enhance cultural 
exchanges and preservation ... there will always 
remain value in meeting person-to-person, face-
to-face and hand-in-hand to better see eye-to-
eye. That is, the personal touch in every sense of 
the phrase, the value of which can never be fully 
replaced with any number of ones and zeroes.

Zhong Lina, professor from the Beijing 
International Studies University

Imagine if time were to flow backward like 
a river, to 5,000 years ago. At that point, the 
early Chinese civilizations, including the Tao-
si and Longshan cultures in the Central 
Plains, would not have yet emerged from the 
water. But, the Niuheliang culture and the 
Chahai culture ... would be floating serenely 
on the surface.

The academic community believes that 
over 5,000 years ago, there existed a primi-
tive civilized society with the rudiments of a 
state structure in this region. At that time, 
Niuheliang was one of the few regions in the 
entire Chinese landmass to have reached 

this stage of development.
There are traces of agriculture, fishing, 

hunting and nomadic mixed cultures. The land 
of Liaoning was always in a state of endless 
vitality and change.

Liaoning is not just the connection 
between Northeast China and Central China, 
but more importantly, it is the key that con-
nects Northeast Asia with the inland Eura-
sian world and even the Western world. It is 
the land-sea key that links the Eurasian con-
tinent of Northeast Asia and the Pacific 
Plate.

Geography played a very important role in 
the development of human history. The loca-
tion of Liaoning determined that Liaoning’s 
story influenced China and the world on a larg-
er scale.

Right now, coastal and border areas in 
Liaoning are further opening up and cooper-
ating with Northeast Asian countries, and 
smart manufacturing based on a complete 
industrial chain is taking off.

The profound culture came from the unpar-
alleled geographical environment, and the geo-
graphical environment also determined 
Liaoning’s unique value in countless takeoff 
processes of China.

Wang Kaihao, Yang Yang and Wang Qian
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