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Veteran exdiplomat 
says dialogue key to 
bilateral relations
By ZHAO HUANXIN 
in Washington
huanxinzhao@chinadailyusa.com

As China and the United States
refresh their “seriously damaged” 
relations, they need to manage their 
competition “cooperatively”, keeping 
in mind that dialogue is essential to 
avoid misunderstandings and unex
pected conflicts, according to a veter
an former Chinese diplomat.

“Both governments have heavy
domestic agendas to attend to, and 
so even if competition between Chi
na and the United States is unavoida
ble, it needs to be managed well, 
cooperatively,” former Chinese vice
foreign minister Fu Ying wrote in 
The New York Times on Tuesday.

It is possible for the two countries
to develop a relationship of “coopeti
tion” (cooperation plus competition) 
by addressing each other’s concerns, 
she noted.

Fu’s article appeared a day after
the US General Services Administra
tion announced it would begin the 
transition process for Presidentelect 
Joe Biden, and it offered a glimpse 
into the thinking in Beijing.

In explaining why the Times pub
lished the piece, Kathleen Kingsbury,
acting editorial page editor, said, 
“There’s no denying that USChina 
relations have been damaged over 
the past four years.”

Kingsbury added that Fu was “set
ting out the terms” under which Bei
jing plans to work with a new Biden 
administration.

On Monday, the Biden team said it
had tapped Antony Blinken to be US 
secretary of state. Blinken had served
as deputy secretary of state and dep
uty national security adviser under 
former president Barack Obama.

For Biden, the choice signals a
return to a more traditional foreign 
policy that favors strong internation
al relationships, according to US 
media reports.

In her article, Fu said each side
must accurately assess the other’s 
intentions in order to revive the rela
tionship.

“It would be a tragedy of history if
two countries of such power moved 
toward confrontation based on mis
perceptions,” she wrote. 

“That would only work against
their own fundamental interests, 
and many businesses and people 
would pay the price.”

Fu’s comment echoed a warning
from former US secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger, who last week 
urged Washington and Beijing to 
define what to avoid and achieve, 
and to forge a “strategically stable 
relationship” capable of preventing a
catastrophe comparable to World 
War I. 

Fu, a vicechairwoman of the For
eign Affairs Committee of the 13th 
National People’s Congress, China’s 
top legislature, said: “China does not 
want to replace US dominance in the
world. Nor does China need to worry
about the United States changing 
China’s system.”

It seems that both sides are con

vinced it is always the other party 
that is in the wrong; any initiative 
one of them undertakes is invariably 
seen by the other as an attempt to 
undermine it, she continued.

For example, China has proposed
the Belt and Road Initiative as a glob
al public good to promote more 
growth and greater connectivity, but 
the US interprets the project as a 
strategy for geopolitical dominance, 
according to Fu.

She commented that on the politi
cal front, it is high time that Wash
ington dropped its habit of 
interfering in other countries’ inter
nal affairs.

“America’s concerns that foreign
forces might interfere with its presi
dential elections should serve as a 
good reminder of why other coun
tries are so sensitive about US inter
vention in their own domestic 
affairs,” Fu wrote.

China finds it offensive when the
US points a finger at the Chinese sys
tem or takes action against Beijing 
on its policies on domestic matters, 
but China also needs to be more pro
active in providing the rest of the 
world firsthand information about 
what the country stands for and why 
it is doing what it is doing, according 
to Fu.

Fu proposed the two militaries talk
at the strategic level, to avoid any 
misunderstandings and unexpected 
conflicts. 

Global issues
Fu also wrote that she saw room

for cooperation on a host of global
issues, including climate change,
public health, economic stability
and digital security.

“To tackle these challenges, Chi
na and the United States should
join hands and cooperate with all
other concerned parties,” she
wrote. “Only then can multilateral
ism continue to bring hope for the
betterment of humankind.”

The need for multilateral cooper
ation is also what Biden and his
team seem committed to.

US foreign policy under a Biden
administration is likely to focus on
taking new paths on issues such as
climate change and the pandemic,
as the former vicepresident prom
ised during the campaign.

In a recommendation for the Bid
en administration, Jeff Bader, sen
ior fellow at the John L. Thornton
China Center of the Brookings
Institution, said that while “strate
gic competition” with China will be
the overall framework for the
immediate future, it would be con
trary to US interests to treat China
as an enemy. 

“There are transnational issues
where USChina cooperation is
essential, such as climate change,
nonproliferation, public health and
combating epidemics, and tension
reduction in regional hot spots,”
Bader noted. 

Experts: World will prosper from good ChinaUS ties
By ZHANG ZHIHAO
zhangzhihao@chinadaily.com.cn

China and the United States
should strive to become friendly
competitors, and in doing so both
sides will benefit, which will lead
to progress and prosperity for both
nations and the world, experts
said. 

Greater transparency and access
to data, as well as more dialogue
and trustbuilding efforts between
the two nations, especially among
academics and think tank
researchers, will be instrumental
in solving practical issues and cre
ating new opportunities for coop
eration, they added. 

Terry Miller, director of the Cen
ter for International Trade and
Economics at the Heritage Foun
dation, said China and the US
should try to be competitors that
are friendly and cooperative in
nature. 

Many people are not very
familiar with China’s situation,
and therefore they should broad
en their information channels to
get more accurate information

about China, he said during the
Fifth China Global Think Tank
Innovation Forum in Beijing on
Tuesday. Miller added that while
ChinaUS trade relations may
remain rocky under the new US
administration, there will still be
room for cooperation. 

Dan Ikenson, director of the
Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade
Policy Studies at the Cato Insti
tute, said China and the US may
have different systems, but they
rely heavily on each other, espe
cially in science and technology. 

The damage caused by short
sighted, confrontational and dis
ruptive policies is obvious, and
both countries and the world
should realize the harm of decou
pling, he said. 

Wang Huiyao, president of the
Center for China and Globaliza
tion, a nongovernment think tank,
said ChinaUS relations may not
return to those of the preTrump
administration era because China
has witnessed substantial changes
in the last few years, ranging from
the economy to science and tech
nology. 

“But it is crucial that China and
the US engage in closer coopera
tion,” Wang said, highlighting the
importance of cooperation in the
battle against the COVID19 pan
demic. 

Countries around the world will
also need to work together to sup
port the World Health Organiza
tion and help to revitalize the
global economy, he added. 

“We can see the beginning of
the revival of multilateralism, at
least on the regional level,” Wang
said.

This is best illustrated by Chi
na’s recent signing of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Part
nership with 10 member countries
of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations and Japan, South
Korea, Australia and New Zealand,
he said. 

The agreement created the
world’s largest free trade agree
ment covering a market of 2.27 bil
lion people and a combined GDP
of $26.2 trillion, or onethird of the
world’s economy, according to
Xinhua News Agency. 

Meanwhile, the US is said to be

planning to reenter the Paris Cli
mate Agreement, a global pact
forged in 2015 among nearly 200
nations to combat climate
change. China is also considering
joining the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans
Pacific Partnership, a trade agree
ment covering many economies
in the AsiaPacific and Latin
America that was spearheaded by
the US. 

“These platforms can facilitate
dialogue and open up more oppor
tunities for multilateral develop
ment and regional cooperation,”
Wang said. 

Yu Hongjun, former viceminis
ter of the International Depart
ment of the Communist Party of
China Central Committee, said
China and the US, despite their dif
ferences, should become the initia
tors and facilitators of global
dialogue and exchanges. 

“China and the US should work
together with the international
community to promote mutual
respect, inclusiveness, mutually
beneficial development and
shared security,” he said.

Ministry 
warns India 
over ban on 
Chinese apps
By ZHOU JIN
zhoujin@chinadaily.com.cn

China urged India on Wednes
day to immediately rectify its dis
criminatory practice of banning 
another 43 Chinese apps under 
the pretext of upholding nation
al security, in order to avoid 
doing greater damage to bilater
al cooperation.

This is the fourth time New
Delhi has blocked apps with a 
Chinese background since June, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Zhao Lijian told a regular news 
conference.

On June 29, the Indian govern
ment blocked access to 59 Chi
nese apps including video
sharing platform TikTok, and a 
month later, the country prohib
ited 47 more Chinese apps, and 
in September, 118 apps, includ
ing popular gaming app PUBG 
Mobile and Baidu, were banned.

He said that these moves were
“in glaring violation of market 
principles and WTO rules” add
ing that they “severely harm the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
Chinese companies”.

The Chinese government has
always required Chinese compa
nies “to observe international 
rules and local laws and regula
tions when doing business over
seas”, he added.

The Indian government has
the responsibility to safeguard 
the legitimate rights and inter
ests of international investors, 
including Chinese enterprises, in
accordance with market princi
ples, he added.

Also on Wednesday, Ji Rong, a
spokeswoman for the Chinese 
embassy in India, said in a state
ment that China and India do 
not pose a threat to each other 
and serve as opportunities for 
each other’s development.

Both sides should, on the basis
of dialogue and consultation, 
return bilateral economic and 
trade relations to the right path 
for mutual benefit and winwin 
results, Ji added.

Also at the briefing, Zhao said
that the United Kingdom, in col
laboration with the United States, 
“has been discriminating and 
suppressing Chinese companies 
citing nonexistent ‘security risks’”.

The British government pro
posed on Tuesday the Telecoms 
Security Bill to block market 
access to telecommunications 
giant Huawei and other firms 
that it considers to be highrisk.

This behavior violates the
principle of the market economy 
and free trade rules, “severely 
undermines the interests of Chi
nese companies, and continually 
erodes mutual trust with China, 
which is the basis for bilateral 
cooperation”, he said.

China is concerned about the
openness and fairness of the UK 
market and the security of for
eign investment in the country, 
Zhao added.

Gift from France

Chinese and French guests pose for a photo with an artwork 
donated by French sculptor Jean Cardot (19302020) after a cere
mony at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing on 
Wednesday.  JIANG DONG / CHINA DAILY
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By ZHAO LEI in Haikou
zhaolei@chinadaily.com.cn

The China National Space
Administration has revealed
design specifications about the
Long March 9, a superheavy car
rier rocket that will likely become
one of the world’s largest and
mightiest launch vehicles. 

Xu Hongliang, secretarygener
al of the administration, said on
Tuesday afternoon in Haikou,
capital of Hainan province, that
the Long March 9 is in the
research and development stage
and is expected to enter service
around 2030. 

The superheavy rocket will be
93 meters tall, have a liftoff
weight of 4,140 metric tons and a
thrust power of 5,760 tons. Its
core stage will be about 10 meters
in diameter, Xu said at the
Wenchang International Aviation
and Aerospace Forum’s opening
ceremony on Tuesday. 

The craft will be so powerful
that it will be able to transport
spacecraft with a combined
weight of 140 tons to a lowEarth
orbit hundreds of kilometers
above the planet, he said. 

Li Benqi, deputy head of the
Wenchang Space Launch Center’s
planning department, said at the
opening ceremony that the rocket
will also be able to place space
ships weighing up to 50 tons in an
Earthmoon transfer trajectory
for lunar expeditions. 

He added that the center will
construct a new launchpad and
new testing and support facilities
for the Long March 9. 

Engineers at China Aerospace
Science and Technology Corp, the 
country’s leading space contractor, 
have started to conduct tests on the
500tonthrust liquid oxygen/kero
sene engine, which is expected to 
become the nation’s most powerful 
rocket engine, the company said. 

Students eagerly wait to receive “Love Packages” distributed by the China Foundation for Poverty 
Alleviation at a primary school in the Laotian capital Vientiane on Wednesday. The Love Package 
project, launched by the foundation in 2009, supplies stationery and daily necessities to primary 
school students. The foundation has donated 70,000 packages to Laotian students since last year. 
KAIKEO SAIYASANE / XINHUA

Gifts from panda land

Long March 9 rocket 
set to debut in 2030

Once Long March 9 enters
operation, its carrying capacity
will be more than five times that
of Long March 5, currently the
mightiest and tallest in China’s
rocket family. 

The 20storytall Long March 5
has a liftoff weight of 869 tons
and a maximum carrying capaci
ty of 25 tons to a lowEarth orbit.
A Long March 5 was launched
early on Tuesday morning to send
China’s biggest lunar probe —
Chang’e 5 — to the moon. 

The Long March 9 will be cru
cial in realizing the nation’s ambi
tious plans for manned missions
to the moon and sending large
robotic spacecraft into deep
space. 

China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corp has estimated
that about 10 Long March 9s will
be needed each year from 2030 to
2035 in China to serve the
nation’s robust demand for
heavylift rockets. 

More than 300 officials, scien
tists, engineers, business repre
sentatives and delegates from
overseas space organizations
took part in the twoday forum,
the first of its kind in Hainan. 

The island province in South
China is determined to develop
local spacerelated industries as a
new engine for its economy, local
officials said.

Ma Zhiping in Haikou 
contributed to this story.

Craft likely to be 
one of world’s 
largest, mightiest 
launch vehicles

The craft will be so 
powerful that it will 
be able to transport 
spacecraft with a 
combined weight of 
140 tons to a low
Earth orbit 
hundreds of 
kilometers above 
the planet.”
Xu Hongliang, secretarygen
eral of the administration


